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Greeting Brothers & Sisters from the Juneau office of the IBU;

First of all, let me thank those of you who took the time to vote in our elections.  I was elected by 20 votes over Tim, so it was a very close result.  We thank Tim and wish him all the best in his retirement.  Let me start with sending you all a very Happy New Year in 2012.  I am hoping each of you are healthy and working or ready to go to work in the near future.  With the change in leadership, I want us moving in the right direction and making our work places somewhere we enjoy to earn our paychecks.  There are many changes coming in the next couple of years that are going to change the way things are done in our work places.  I ask each of you to take the time and know your contracts; they have been fought for and are some of the best in the Maritime industry or Long shore.  We are a very diverse group of workers here in Alaska that cover people, places and things all along our coastline.  I ask you to stand tall and be proud of your union and to become more involved on how our region is run.  There will be many challenges ahead for us all and many rules and regulations that will be coming into the work places by the Federal Agency’s which govern the Maritime Industry.  Being a strong group of Union members OUR voices can and will be heard by all our elected officials all the way to Washington DC.  I would like for each of you to take the time to talk with your fellow employees about the problems that you have at your work places and send them into us so we can find a solution to the problem.
Also, I would like each of you to take the time to look over your documents and make sure they are up to date or they are not ready to expire, which I might add has happened to several members this past week.  I will be keeping you up to date with a monthly ‘what’s up’ from the home front.  Pete and Loretta have done a great job at bringing me up to speed on what has been going on and what is going on with all of the contracts.  We will be having our first Executive Board meeting of the year February 15 – 17, 2012 here in the Juneau, so if you have any questions, please pass them along to your E-Board members and they can and will bring them to our meeting to be heard by the board.
In closing, remember this is YOUR union and it’s YOUR voice that counts.  Treat one another with respect and kindness and give the extra effort in assisting your Brothers and Sisters in making our work places injury free and safe.

Yours in solidarity,

Ricky Deising / Regional Director IBU Alaska Region
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